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Case Study
Commonwealth Bank Place reflects            
the latest in A-grade workspace design, 
providing offices that are sustainable, 
comfortable, and designed to maximise 
amenity and functionality.  
Completed mid 2017, Darling Square has approximately 
2,500 workers within a contemporary, 7 level campus 
style, open plan environment. Located on the southern 
fringe of Sydney’s CBD and adjacent to Darling Harbour, 
the new Commonwealth Bank Building is within a 
mixed use precinct and close to the new Convention 
and Exhibition Centres.

Project: Commonwealth Bank Place 
Location: Darling Quarter, Sydney, NSW 
Architect: Woods Bagot 
Builder: Lendlease 
Contractor: Brighton Australia 
Products Used: Armstrong MetalWorks Baffles 100X25 – 

Grey (100m2) 
Armstrong MetalWorks Modular 
Blue Tongue 24mm Aluminium Suspended 
Grid System 
Axiom Perimeter Trims and Pelmets 
1500x1500  
Black, White, Wood Effects – Oak (25000m2) 

Photography: David Curzon 
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Collaborative Expertise 
To meet its complex ventilation and design requirements, Lendlease turned to specialists Armstrong Ceilings, who provided 
solutions for enhancing the ceiling’s design and thermal performance. Armstrong MetalWorks ceilings was selected for           
quality and appearance, as well as the ability to meet open-air requirements for the passive and active chilled beam                     
mechanical design. 

Integrating services into the ceiling grid without compromising on aesthetics was one of the project’s greatest challenges. 
The air-conditioning system featured a combination of active chilled beams – where the cooling unit sits in the ceiling itself – 
and passive chilled beams, where air flows through the ceiling. Both types of chilled beam meant that the ceiling needed to 
provide unimpeded airflow without affecting air temperature. In turn, this meant that a conventional mineral fibre ceiling    
system was inappropriate, and a perforated metal solution had to be used instead.
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Design Challenges 
The unique design of Darling Square posed a number of challenges for the ceiling system, these being: the integration of 
both active and passive chilled beam systems, the impact of a facetted façade, and a requirement for ceiling alignment with 
the window mullions, core and atrium. To meet these challenges the Armstrong MetalWorks Modular ceiling was specified, 
providing a flexible, fully accessible contemporary system that sat within the building’s grid. The MetalWorks ceiling was           
designed on a 1500mm module, yet due to the design requirements, a multitude of bespoke elements were generated,              
including smaller make-up bays and radial transitions.
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Three bespoke metal ceiling finishes were chosen and installed in pre-arranged patterns to help delineate areas of use.           
Armstrong’s innovative solution featured a number of distinctive finishes to achieve different aesthetics while maintaining a 
cohesive overall look and feel throughout the project. Warm Armstrong Wood Effects ceilings bring communal spaces to life, 
while black ceilings mark out circulation spaces and white ceilings are positioned above work areas.
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Bold Cohesion 
To ensure cohesion across the entire office, Armstrong carefully managed the various ceiling transitions, including creating 
custom solutions for the bulkhead at the atrium and pelmet arrangements at the perimeter. For dramatic effect, black linear 
MetalWorks Baffles were installed on Level 5, a client floor, adjacent to the atrium and bridge-way leading to various meeting 
rooms.
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Featured Products

Features & Benefits 

• Contemporary appearance 
• Functional “two-way” exposed system with        

simple access to the plenum 
• Durable metal system for maximum longevity 
• Acoustical performance options 
• Range of powdercoat finishes including Wood 

Effects 
• Custom sizes and perforation options available, 

including “chilled beam compatible” designs 
• Robust Blue Tongue Aluminium Top Hat Grid 

profile 
• Flexible integration of mechanical and lighting 

services 
• Sustainable: Level A Green Tag Green Rate     

Certification for Green Star™ contributio 

Grey

Armstrong MetalWorks Baffles

Armstrong MetalWorks Modular

System Detail

Colour

Metal Pan 
Ceiling Tile

Suspension Clip

Top Hat 
Main Rail

Top Hat 
Cross Rail

SECTION VIEW

Satin White Black  Oak

Panel Size  
1500x500mm

Perforation 
Rv5051

Blue Tongue Cross Rail 
connection to Main Rail

Fully accessible, contemporary           
ceiling solution, with the flexibility          
of rotating panels and fixtures by           
90 degrees to suit building designs

Create exciting linear visuals with Armstrong 
MetalWorks Baffles

Light                   
Reflectance

Up to 
83%

Acoustical 
Comfort

WashableProduct             
Handling 
Durability

NARROW 
BAFFLE

100 x 25mm

Features & Benefits 
• A multitude of design options using standard or custom profiles,            

lengths, finishes, modules and configurations, limited only by imagination 
• Attractive linear ceiling system that screens the open plenum 
• Fast and easy installation 
• Durable extruded aluminium Baffle profiles 
• Heavy duty U-Profile Suspension channeL 
• Simple “end to end” Baffle connection or terminate with standard End 

Caps 

System Detail                                    Colour
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Contact us 
NSW/ACT 
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
Unit 4, 1 Basalt Road, Pemulwuy NSW 2145 
Telephone (02) 9748 1588                             

VIC/TAS 
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
Unit 1, 88 Henderson Road, Rowville VIC 3178 
Telephone (03) 8706 4000                               

QLD / NT 
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
6 Barrinia Street, Slacks Creek QLD 4127 
Telephone (07) 3809 5565                              

SA 
Total Building Systems Pty. Ltd. 
160 Grand Junction Road, Blair Athol SA 5084 
Telephone (08) 7325 7555                              

WA 
Ceiling Manufacturers of Australia Pty. Ltd. 
3 Irvine Street, Bayswater WA 6053 
Telephone 08) 9271 0777                                          

New Zealand 
Forman Building Systems Ltd. 
27B Smales Road, East Tamaki, Auckland 2013 
Telephone 64-9-276 4000                                    


