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Case Study
Project: Deakin Downtown 
Location: Melbourne, VIC 
Architect: Hassell 
Contractor: Roxy Interiors 
Design/Build Firm: Capabuild 
Project Size: 1500m2  
Products Used: 7000 lineal metres of 50mm Armstrong MetalWorks Baffles – Tubular, powder coated in American 

Oak at 200mm centres 
1500m2 of 600x200mm MetalWorks R-H200 Hook On Microperforated, Black powdercoated panels 
with acoustic fleece 
Armstrong MetalWorks installed on Unigrid “U-Profile” Suspension Grid   
Base Building ceiling is 1500x500mm ULTIMA Square edge ceiling panels installed on PeakForm       
Prelude Grid, with Axiom 150mm Classic Perimeter Trim 

Photographer: Chris Matterso 
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Background 
Deakin Downtown, Deakin University’s new corporate headquarters, right in the heart of Melbourne’s developing Docklands 
district, serves as a flexible space for a multitude of functions, including meetings and conferences. As such, the building 
needed to provide a pragmatic ceiling solution that would complement its sophisticated appearance but also serve its 
acoustical needs and other functional requirements.  

The architect (Hassell) wanted a ceiling solution that could integrate with the décor and lighting scheme, to provide linearity 
while servicing the ever important acoustical demands of the space.



4

Solution 
Initially Hassell were looking for solid timber battens, however Armstrong demonstrated the pleasing capabilities of its                  
diverse MetalWorks range. Instead of solid timber, Armstrong recommended MetalWorks Baffles – Tubular with a                         
powdercoated Wood Effects American Oak finish.  

The Baffles are installed on concealed U-Profile Suspension Grid and located beneath MetalWorks R-H200 Hook-On ceiling 
panels. The ceiling panels are powdercoated black and microperforated with an acoustical scrim for high sound absorption.
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This solution worked for Hassell both from a visual and technical standpoint. The MetalWorks R-H200 panels provide simple 
access to the plenum space while concealing the mechanical services above. The final impression is that of an invisible          
ceiling beneath which floats an array of Wood Effects Baffles. 

The consequential design creates a pleasing effect that matches the timber and stone finishes, resulting in a high quality, 
unique, integrated solution fuelled by both practicality and aesthetics.  
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In addition to the MetalWorks Baffles, Armstrong supplied ULTIMA as the “base building” ceiling, which has been retained for 
the office spaces and corridors. ULTIMA is a premium, durable ceiling solution that provides the client not only, with a clean 
contemporary visual, but also TOTAL ACOUSTICS™ Performance (NRC + CAC).  

ULTIMA is ideally suited to meet the Deakin Downtown acoustic requirements, to provide high levels of sound absorption for 
the open plan environment, and also excellent sound attenuation to ensure the private offices and meeting spaces remain 
confidential.
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To conform with space planning, a 1500x500 ceiling module was selected with the ULTIMA panels installed on Armstrong                 
PeakForm™ Prelude™ XL 24mm T-Bar Grid. The two-way exposed ceiling grid / panel combination ensures the client has simple 
plenum access and maximum ceiling longevity.
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