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Case Study
Project: Fonterra Building 
Location: Auckland, New Zealand 
Architect: Jasmax Architects 
Contractor: Alpha Interiors 
Builder: Fletchers 
Ceiling Products: Armstrong MetalWorks Open cell and PeakForm SupraFine 15mm Grid (1000m2) 

Armstrong MetalWorks One-Way Hook on (2100m2) 
Ultima Tegular Edge with PeakForm Prelude XL 24mm Grid (2500m2) 
Axiom Pelmet System – 150 x 100mm (750m) 
Axiom Perimeter Trim – 51mm (7500m) 
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Advanced ceilings add dynamic feel to 
Fonterra head office 
While expansive architectural structures can be striking, ensuring they are fit for purpose requires customised solutions. 
Through collaboration and some out of the box thinking, Fonterra has become an award-winning new building in Auckland 
which provides its staff with productive work spaces, without compromising on design. One of the greatest challenges when 
designing open-plan commercial buildings of a large scale is ensuring the workplace ambience and performance are given 
equal weight in the design.
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Where acoustics and design meet 
Getting the right ceilings can be the difference between creating a productive workspace or creating a workspace with poor             
acoustics, where even every-day conversations become challenging. Architects Jasmax collaborated with Forman Building 
Systems to create a ceiling system which would ensure a productive working environment in keeping with the design                
aesthetic. The specifications included some design flare such as MetalWorks Open Cell ceilings in the foyer, perforated 
acoustic metal ceilings in the open plan office space and Armstrong Ultima® floating acoustic ceiling pods between concrete 
beams in various floors. The sophisticated, high acoustic Armstrong Ultima ceiling pods were achieved with PeakForm 24mm 
Grid and Axiom Aluminium Perimeter Trims. 

The brief to Forman was to offer a comprehensive range of tailored solutions to the various interior spaces of the building, 
each fulfilling a particular function and hence requiring specific acoustic and design performance.
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Practical Design Solutions 
One of the most striking examples of Forman’s ability to deliver solutions in accordance with the brief can be seen in the vast 
foyer that surrounds the central atrium on the ground floor level. Making a good first impression was important, so Armstrong 
MetalWorks Open Cell was selected to create an eye-catching metal ceiling. 

This on-trend industrial look was achieved by installing Armstrong 15mm Suprafine grid, which is hidden from the eye to          
create the illusion of a continuous ceiling plane. While this clever ceiling solution was adopted in the foyer, the architect and 
client wanted to create visually striking acoustic ceilings in other areas of the building. However the challenge with these 
ceilings was to find a solution which was easily demountable to allow access to services for the maintenance team. As these 
particular areas accommodate a number of staff, a high level of acoustic treatment was also required. 
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Form, Function and Flexibility 
The Armstrong MetalWorks One Way Hook-On ceiling system was ideal for the office areas due to its contemporary linear        
visual, good acoustic performance and ability of the panels to easily unhook and swing down for access to the service space. 

Three types of perforated metal tiles were chosen and installed in pre-arranged patterns to help delineate areas of use in the 
large spaces. The innovative aspect of this solution was using different size perforations to achieve different aesthetics, so an 
overall look and feel could easily be achieved. 

The customised solutions Forman delivered to this project have contributed to an impressive well-functioning space and            
environment for employees. 
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Featured Products
MetalWorks Open Cell

MetalWorks One Way Hook On

Open cell panels are 100% accessible and offer a 
clean, modern design option.

Clean monolithic visual of a                 
semi-concealed system with the 
practicality, and robustness of a         
two way system.

Features & Benefits 
• Smoother whiter surface with high light reflective finish for a          

brighter space 
• High sound absorption for reduced reverberation and quieter spaces 
• Sustainable Contribution 

– Global GreenTagCERT TM GreenRate™ Level A Certified for Green Star™  
– Cradle to Cradle Certified™ Bronze for WELL Building Standard™ 

• DuraBrite™, reinforced, scratch resistant face with ‘Vacuum Paint – 
Hard Edge’ treatment for easier handling and longer life 

• Humiguard™ Plus RH99 Sag Resistance 

System Detail                                 

System Detail                                  Colour                     

Ultima+ Tegular Edge Ceiling Panel and PeakForm Prelude XL Tee Grid

System Detail                                                                             

Colour                                                                         

Features & Benefits 
• Helps mask the plenum  
• 100% accessible to plenum space  
• Lay In panel installs easily on standard Suprafine 15mm Grid  
• Range of two standard panel sizes and four designs 

Features & Benefits 
• Contemporary appearance 
• Optimum balance between form and function 
• One Way Exposed Blue Tongue Hook On 

Aluminium Grid with colour matching, durable 
powdercoat finish 

• Perforated for acoustical performance and 
design aesthetics  

• Simple accessibility to plenum space 
• Durable for longevity 
• Sustainable: Level A Green Tag Green Rate 

Certification for Green Star™ contribution 

Panel: 600 x 600 x 40mm 
Cell Size: 150 x 150mm
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Contact us 
NSW/ACT 
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
Unit 4, 1 Basalt Road, Pemulwuy NSW 2145 
Telephone (02) 9748 1588                             

VIC/TAS 
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
Unit 1, 88 Henderson Road, Rowville VIC 3178 
Telephone (03) 8706 4000                               

QLD / NT 
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
6 Barrinia Street, Slacks Creek QLD 4127 
Telephone (07) 3809 5565                              

SA 
Total Building Systems Pty. Ltd. 
160 Grand Junction Road, Blair Athol SA 5084 
Telephone (08) 7325 7555                              

WA 
Ceiling Manufacturers of Australia Pty. Ltd. 
3 Irvine Street, Bayswater WA 6053 
Telephone 08) 9271 0777                                          

New Zealand 
Forman Building Systems Ltd. 
27B Smales Road, East Tamaki, Auckland 2013 
Telephone 64-9-276 4000                                    


